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Second List of amended Claims 1 - 60 

1. (canceled) 

2. (canceled) 

3. (canceled) 

4. (canceled) 

5. (twice amended) A children's play structure comprising: a plurality of 
support columns; 

a platform coupled to and supported by said plurality oi said support : 
columns, said platform defining an outer edge; ! 

a plurality children's play devices located on and in contact with said 
platform, said platform and said plurality of children's play devices cooperating to : 
define a play area, and 

a sunshade canopy supported by said plurality of said columns, said 
sunshade canopy extending beyond said outer edge to shade said play area and i- 
covering said platform. 

8. (original) The children's play structure of claim 5, wherein said ; 
sunshade canopy further comprises: ; 

i 

a plurality of beams for supporting said canopy; 
a plurality of connector brackets for mounting said plurality of beams to 
said plurality of support columns, respectively. 

7, (previously amended) A children's play structure as recited in claim 6, : 
wherein said plurality of beams are secured to said plurality of connector brackets 
such that the plurality of beams are angled relative to said plurality of support 
columns and relative to a horizontal plane. 
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8-(original) The children's play structure as recited in claim 6, wherein 
said plurality of beams comprise a plurality of cantilever beams coupled to said 
plurality of said brackets, respectively, and extending generally downwardly 
therefrom. 

tMoriginal) The children's play structure as recited in claim 7, wherein 
said plurality of beams comprise a plurality of cantilever beams coupled to said 
plurality of 

said brackets, respectively, and extending generally downwardly therefrom. 

KMorigmal) The children's play structure as recited in claim 6, wherein 
said plurality of beams comprise a plurality of hip beams coupled to said plurality of 
brackets and extend generally upwardly therefrom. 

11. (original) The children's play structure as recited in claim 8, wherein 
said plurality of beams comprise a plurality of hip beams coupled to said plurality of 
brackets, respectively, and extending generally upwardly therefrom. 

12. (previously amended) the children's play structure of claim 6, wherein 
said plurality of beams comprise a first plurality of beams comprising ends that 
converge at a first position and a second plurality of beams comprising ends that 
converge at a second position, said plurality of beams further include a ridge beam 
extending between said first and said second positions. 



• 

PAGE 7/16 * RCVD AT 1 1/28/2005 1 :26:17 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXrS/24 * DNIS:2738300 » CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):08-22 



Fax 



Nov 28 '05 13:26 P08 



13. (twice amended) A sunshade canopy system for mounting over and onto 
a children's play structure comprising a plurality of support columns, a platform 
coupled to and supported by said plurality of support columns, said platform defining 
an outer edge, a plurality of children's play device located on and In contact with said 
platform and extending generally away from the outer edge and cooperating with said 
platform to define a play area, said sunshade canopy system comprising: 

a plurality of connector brackets for mounting to said plurality of 
support columns, respectively; 

a plurality of beams coupled to said plurality of connector brackets; and 
a canopy mounted on said plurality of beams to provide shade to said 
play area, wherein said canopy has a first perimeter and said play area has a second 
perimeter, wherein further said first perimeter extends beyond said second perimeter 

to increase the shading area above said second perimeter. 

14. (previously amended) The children's play structure as recited in claim 
6, wherein said plurality of connector brackets are permanently secured to said 
plurality of beams. 

15. (previously amended) The children's play structure as recited in claim e, 
wherein each of sard plurality of connector brackets comprises a vertical member for 
mounting on one of said plurality of said vertical support columns and an angled 
member for securing to said plurality of beams. 
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1B-.(twice amended) The children's play structure of claim 6, wherein said . 

i 

plurality of connector brackets comprises a vertical member for mounting on one of \ 
said plurality of vertical support columns and an angled member having ends for 
coupling a plurality of said plurality of beams together such that said plurality of 
beams are situated at an angle relative to said plurality of said vertical support 
columns when said plurality of connector brackets are mounted on said vertical 

support columns and said plurality of beams are connected thereto. 

\ 
i 

17. {twice amended) The children's play structure of claim 16, wherein said ; 
vertical member comprises a rod for receiving QQe_&Lsaid ends. 

18. (twice amended) The children's play structure of claim 17, wherein said 
rod has. ends that are tubular and dimensioned to mate with and join two of said 
plurality of beams together. 

IG.(canceled) 

20.(previou8ly amended) The children's play structure of claim 6, wherein 
said plurality of beam includes at least one cantilever beam and at least one hip 
beam; 

at least one of said plurality of said connector brackets comprising a coupling 
for securing an end of said at least one hip beam, said at least one of said plurality 
of connector brackets causing said at least one hip beam and said at least one 
cantilever beam to combine at an angle. 

21 .(currently amended) The children's play structure of claim § Z, wherein 
said angle is about 22 degrees. 
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22. {twice amended) A sunshade canopy system for mounting onto a 
children's play structure comprising a plurality of support columns, a platform coupled 
to and supported by said plurality of said support columns, said platform defining an 
outer edge; a plurality of children's play devices located on and in contact with said 
platform and extending generally away from the outer edge and cooperating with said 
platform to define a play area; said sunshade canopy system comprising: 

a plurality of connector brackets for mounting to said plurality of support columns, 
respectively; 

a plurality of beams coupled to said plurality of connector brackets and a 
canopy mounted oh said plurality of beams to provide shade to said play area. . 

23. (original) The sunshade canopy system of claim 22, wherein when said 
plurality of beams are detachabiy secured to said plurality of connector brackets, 
said plurality of beams are angled relative to said plurality of said vertical support 
columns. 

24. (previuosly amended) The sunshade canopy system of claim 22, 
wherein said plurality of beams includes a plurality of cantilever beams coupled to 
said plurality of connector brackets, respectively, and extending generally 
downwardly therefrom and a plurality of hip beams coupled to said plurality of 

brackets, respectively, and extending generally upwardly therefrom. 
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2&(prevoiusiy amended) The sunshade canopy system of claim 23, 
wherein said plurality of beams includes a first plurality of beams comprising ends 
that converge to a first joint at a first position and a second plurality of beams that 
converge to a second joint at a second position! said plurality of beams further 

include a ridge beam extending between said first position and said second position. 

2B*(originaO The sunshade canopy system of claim 22, wherein said 
plurality of connector brackets are permanently secured to said plurality of beams. 

27>(twice amended) The sunshade canopy system of claim 22, wherein 
each of said plurality of connector brackets comprises a vertical member for 
mounting on one of said plurality of vertical support columns and an angled member 
having ends f or coupling a plurality of said plurality of beams together such that said 
plurality of beams are situated at an angle relative to said plurality of vertical support 
columns and relative to a horizontal plane when said plurality of connectors are 
mounted on said plurality of vertical support columns and said plurality of beams are 

secured thereto. 

28. (twice amended) The sunshade canopy system of claim 27, wherein 
said vertical member includes a rod for receiving one of said ends. 

29. (previously amended) The sunshade canopy system of claim 28, 
wherein said rod includes ends that are tubular and dimensioned to mate with and 
join two of said plurality of beams together. 
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30.(previou8ly amended) The sunshade canopy system of claim 22, 

i 

wherein said plurality of beams include at least one cantilever beam and one hip .; 
beam; 

at least one of said plurality of connector brackets comprising a : 
coupling for securing an end of said at least cantilever beam to an end of said at 
least one hip beam, said at least one of said plurality of connector brackets causing 
said at least one cantilever beam and said at least one cantilever beam to be 
substantially coaxial and situated at an angle relative to said vertical support column 
and relative to a horizontal plane to which said at least of said plurality connector 
bracket is mounted, 

31 (currently amended) The sunshade canopy system of claim 24, wherein 
said angle is aeettt 22 degrees. 

S2.( twice amended) A method for shading a play area defined by a plurality 
of vertical support columns having a platform coupled thereto and a plurality of play 
devices on and, in Contact with said platform that cooperate to define a play area, 
comprising the steps of: 

situating a plurality of connector brackets onto said plurality of said 
vertical support columns, respectively; 

securing a plurality of beams to said plurality of connector brackets and 
Situating a canopy on said plurality of beams, said plurality of beams supporting said 
canopy at an angle relative to a horizontal plane and said canopy being dimensioned 
to provide shade to and to some extent beyond said play area during sunshine. 
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33. (origjnal) The method of claim 32 lurther including the steps of: 

providing a plurality of connector brackets, each comprising an angled 

member; 

securing said plurality of beams to said angled member, thereby 
causing said plurality of beams to become angled relative to said plurality of vertical 
support columns. 

34. (original) The method of claim 33 further including the steps of: 

providing a plurality of beams comprising a plurality of cantilever 
beams and a plurality of hip beams; 

coupling first ends of said plurality of cantilever beams to said plurality 
of connector brackets; 

coupling first ends of said plurality of hip beams to said plurality of 
connector brackets. 

35. (original) The method of claim 32 further including the steps of: 

permanently securing said plurality of connector brackets to said 
plurality of vertical support columns and said plurality of hip beams and said plurality 
of cantilever beams to said plurality of said connector brackets. 

36. (original) The method of claim 32, wherein each of said plurality Of 
connector brackets includes a vertical member for coupling to one of said vertical 
support columns and an angled member for coupling a plurality of said plurality of 
beams together, said method further including the step of: 

detachably mounting said vertical member onto one of said plurality of 
vertical support columns. 
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37.(original) The method of claim 36, wherein sard vertical member 
comprises a red for receiving said end of a first beam of said plurality of beams and 
an end of a second beam of said plurality of beams. 

3&(curremly amended) The method of claim -90 32, wherein aaid rod 
comprises ends that are tubular and dimensioned to mate with an end of said first 
beam and an end of said second beam, thereby joining said first beam and said 
second beam together. 

39. (original) The method of claim 37 including the step of: 

providing a cantilever beam and a hip beam as said second beam. 

40. (original) The method of claim 38 including the step of: 

providing a cantilever beam as said first beam and a hip beam as said 

second beam. 



41 .(previously amended) The method of olaim 34 including the step of: 

connecting at least one of said plurality of connector brackets including 
a coupling for securing an end of said at least one cantilever beam to an end of said 
at least one hip beam, said at least one of said plurality of connector brackets 
causing said at least one of said hip beam and said at least one cantilever beam to 
be substantially coaxial and situated at an angle relative to said vertical support 
column to which said at least one of said plurality of connector bracket is mounted. 
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42. (previou8ly amended) The method of claim 37 including the step of: 

connecting at least one of said plurality of connector brackets including 
a coupling for securing an end of said at least one cantilever beam to an end of said 
at least one hip beam, said at least one of said plurality of conneotor brackets 
causing said at least one hip beam and said at least one cantilever beam to be 
substantially coaxial and situated at an angle relative to said vertical support column 
to which said at least one of said plurality of said plurality of connector brackets is 
mounted. 

43. <original) The method of claim 38, wherein said first beam is a 
cantilever beam and said second beam is a hip beam. 

44. (currently amended) The method of claim 38. wherein said angle is 
about 22 degrees. 

45. (previously amended) A canopy support system for use as a children's 

playground shade cover having a plurality of vertical support columns, said canopy 
support system comprising; 

a plurality of connector brackets that are each mounted on said 
plurality of vertical support columns, respectively; 

each of said plurality of connector brackets includes: 
a vertical member for mounting on one of said plurality of vertical 
support columns and an angled member for securing to at least one beam such that 
said beam is angled relative to the ground and relative to a horizontal plane, said 
beam being dimensioned so that when said shade cover is situated thereon, said 
shade cover extends beyond said playground to a considerable extent. 
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48.<twice amended) The canopy support system of claim 46. wherein each 
of said plurality of connector brackets includes a vertical member for mounting on 
one of said plurality of vertical support columns and an angled member badngjinda 
for coupling a plurality of beams together such that said plurality of beams are 
situated at an angle relative to said plurality of said vertical support columns when 
said plurality of connector brackets are mounted on said plurality vertical support 
columns and sard plurality of beams are mounted thereon. 

47. (currently amended) The canopy support system of claim 46, wherein 
said vertical member comprises a rod for receiving one of said ends. 

48. (original) The canopy support system of claim 47, wherein said rod 
comprises ends that are tubular and are dimensioned to mate with and join two of 
said plurality of beams together. 

^(original) The canopy system of claim 46, wherein said plurality of 
beams comprises at least one cantilever beam and at least one hip beam; 

at least one of said plurality of connectors brackets comprising a 
coupling for securing an end of said at ieast one cantilever beam to an end of said at 
least one hip beam, said at least one of said plurality of connector brackets causing 
said at least one hip beam and said at least one cantilever beam to be coaxial and 
situated at an angle relative to said vertical support column on which said at least 
one of said plurality of connector brackets is mounted. 

50.(currently amended) The canopy support system of claim 49, wherein 
said angle is ebeut 22 degrees. 
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